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CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 565 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, XG, FI 

SUBJECT: GENEVA EAST-WEST TRADE UNION CONFERENCE 
REF: A) OSLO 962; B) GENEVA 1587 

BEGIN SUMMARY. FINNISH TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION (SAK) 
WAS PLEASED WITH EAST- WEST TRADE UNION CONFERENCE IN 
GENEVA. ACCORDING TO SAK INTERNATION SECRETARY KARI 
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TAPIOLA EAST EUROPEANS SERIOUSLY DISCUSSED TECHNICAL 
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MATTERS OF CONCERN TO ORDINARY WORKERS AND RECOGNIZED 
PRESENT LIMITATIONS OF EAST- WEST LABOR DIALOGUE. 

TAPIOLA SAID THAT IN WHOLE PROCESS OF BRINGING CON- 
FERENCE ABOUT THE EASTERN EUROPEANS HAD CONCEDED MUCH 
MORE THAN THE WESTERN LABOR CENTERS AND HE ENDORSED SAK 
CHAIRMAN OIVIO'S SPEECH IN GENEVA CALLING FOR DISCUSSIONS 
TO CONTINUE AS LONG AS THEY PROVE USEFUL AND DESIRABLE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. IN CONVERSATION MARCH 12 WITH EMBASSY LABOR ATTACHE 
SAK INTERNATION SECRETARY KARI TAPOILA SAID SAK WAS 
PLEASED WITH RESULTS OF GENEVA EAST- WEST TRADE UNION 
CONFERENCE. THE CONFEREES DISCUSSED PRACTICAL MATTERS 
AND THE MEETING DID NOT TURN INTO THE "POLITICAL 
JAMBOREE" SOME FEARED. 

2. TAPIOLA ASKED RHETORICALLY "WHAT IS THERE TO BE 
AFRAID OF" IN SUCH MEETINGS. HE SAID ONE MUST 
REMEMBER THAT THE CONFERENCE RESULTS WERE UNANIMOUS. 

WITH "CONSENSUS" PROCEDURE PREVAILING ANY SINGLE 
ORGANIZATION COULD EXERCISE A VETO. HE RECOUNTED A 
CONVERSATION AFTER THE CONFERENCE WITH A "CONSERVATIVE" 
DUTCH TRADE UNIONIST WHO TOLD TAPIOLA "IT COULD HAVE 
GONE WORSE." TAPIOLA RESPONDED THAT THOSE WERE EXACTLY 
THE WORDS USED BY SOVIET DELEGATE PIMENOV IN AN EARLIER 
CONVERSATION. THE DUTCHMAN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE 
CONFERENCE WAS "RATHER GOOD." THAT’S WHAT PIMENOV 

SAID TOO, TAPIOLA RECOUNTED. 

3. TAPIOLA EMPHASIZED THAT THE DESIRE TO REMOVE FUTURE 
MEETINGS FROM THE ILO FRAMEWORK AND TO CREATE A FORM OF 
PERMANENT EAST- WEST TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION ATTRIBUTED TO 
THE EASTERN EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVES WAS NOT "THWARTED," 

AS THE ICFTU HAD REPORTED AFTER THE MEETING TO ITS NON- 
EUROPEAN MEMBERS, IT WAS NOT EVEN MENTIONED. 

TAPIOLA SAID THE WFTU ORGANIZATIONS HELD A CAUCUS BEFORE 
THE MEETING AND CAME UP WITH POLICY POSITIONS QUITE 
SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE SCANDINAVIANS, B RETAINS, TUC, 

AND EVEN WEST GERMANY'S DGB. IN REFLECTING ON THE WHOLE 
PROCESS LEADING UP TO THE CONFERENCE TAPIOLA CONTENDED 
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THAT THE EAST HAS CONCEDED MUCH MORE THAN THE WEST. THE 
LATEST EXAMPLE OF THE EASTERN EUROPEANS READINESS TO 
COMPROMISE WAS THEIR WILLINGNESS TO DROP THE IDEA OF A 
NEW CONFERENCE ON ANOTHER THEME. ACCORDING TO TAPIOLA, 

THIS DEMONSTRATES THEY ARE NOT JUST INTERESTED IN PRO- 
MOTING CONFERENCES FOR THEIR OWN SAKE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE DEBATE ON THE TIMING OF THE 
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NEXT MEETING, TAPIOLA SAID THAT THE DGB'S VETTER HAD 
INSISTED ON QULAIFICATIONS ("IF POSSIBLE, DURING 1976") 
BECAUSE HE ARGUED IT WAS A MATTER FOR EACH NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION TO DECIDE. TAPIOLA COMMENTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE SAK FELT THE WESTERN EUROPEANS FREQUENTLY WASTED 
TOO MUCH ENERGY IN DISCUSSING THE MODALITIES OF EAST 
WEST CONTACTS AND THAT THEY SHOULD SIMPLY AGREE TO 
PURSUE PRACTICAL DISCUSSIONS WITH THE EAST FOR AS LONG 
AS THEY PROVE USEFUL. 

5. TAPIOLA GAVE LABATT A COPY OF THE SPEECH DELIVERED 
BY SAK CHAIRMAN OIVIO AT GENEVA, WHICH WAS WRITTEN 
DURING THE CONFERENCE, AND CONCENTRATED MOSTLY ON TECH- 
NICAL MATTERS. OIVIO SAID IT WAS THE SAKS VIEW THAT 

THE PROCESS SHOULD NOT STOP AT THIS POINT. A FOLLOWUP 
CONFERENCE IS NECESSARY. THE DECISION AS TO HOW, WHEN, 

AND WHERE IT SHOULD BE HELD SHOULD BE MADE SOON - IN 
PART BECAUSE OF THE ILO DISCUSSION OF THE WORKING ENVIR- 
ONMENT SCHEDULED FOR THE SUMMER OF 1976 OIVIO STATEMENT 
AND OTHER ASSESSMENTS OF THE GENEVA MEETING ARE BEING 
SUBMITTED BY AIRGRAM. 

6. COMMENT: TAPIOLA'S ACCOUNT REFLECTS SATISFACTION 
THAT PROCESS IN WHICH SAK FEELS IT PLAYED A CATALYST 
ROLE HAS SO FAR PROVED SATISFACTORY TO BOTH CAMPS. 
TAPIOLA, AND SAK'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP, 

AGREE WITH OBJECTIVE SET FORTH BY NORWAY'S SANDEGREN 
(OSLO REFTEL) OF HAVING INTRUSIONS SEEKING AGREEMENT ON 
BASIC ATTITUDES AND PRACTICAL STEPS IN PURELY TRADE 
UNION QUESTIONS. IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS, HOWEVER. 

THEY OFTEN FEEL THE NEED TO MAKE THE IDEOLOGICAL BOW 
TO THE SAK'S LARGE COMMUNIST MINORITY. 
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